
Iowa Department of Human Rights 
 

Office on Latino Affairs and  
Commission on Latino Affairs 

2012-2014 



A summary of the service of the Office on Latino Affairs and the Commission on 
Latino Affairs from early 2012 to early 2014.   
 
The Commission on Latino Affairs holds quarterly public meetings.   
To find out the date, location and time of the next meeting please click here.   
 
To link to the page for the Office of Latino Affairs please click here.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by Alba Perez, Executive Officer of the  
Office on Latino Affairs at the Iowa Department of Human Rights on April 2014   

http://www.latinoaffairs.iowa.gov/commissioners.html
http://www.latinoaffairs.iowa.gov/


216A.14  Office of Latino affairs — duties. 
The office of Latino affairs is established and shall do the following:  
 
1.  Serve as the central permanent agency to advocate for Latino persons. 
2.  Coordinate and cooperate with the efforts of state departments and agencies to  
      serve the needs of Latino persons in participating fully in the economic, social,  
       and cultural life of the state, and by providing direct assistance to those who  
       request it. 
3.  Develop, coordinate, and assist other public organizations which serve Latino  
       persons.  
4.  Serve as an information clearinghouse on programs and agencies operating to  
      assist Latino persons. 
 
86 Acts, ch 1245, §1208 C87, §601K.14 90 Acts, ch 1180, §8 C93, §216A.14 2010 

Acts, ch 1031, §110, 170  

216A.13  Commission of Latino affairs — duties. 
The commission shall have the following duties: 
 
1.  Study the opportunities for and changing needs of the Latino population of this  
      state. 
2.  Serve as liaison between the department of human rights and the public, sharing 
     information and gathering constituency input. 
3.  Recommend to the board the adoption of rules pursuant to chapter 17A as it  
     deems necessary. 
4.  Recommend legislative and executive action to the governor and general a 
      assembly. 
5.  Establish advisory committees, work groups, or other coalitions as appropriate. 
 
86 Acts, ch 1245, §1207 
C87, §601K.13 
C93, §216A.13 
2010 Acts, ch 1031, §109, 170 
See also §216A.15 

The Iowa Code  
 

Duties of the Office on Latino Affairs and the  
Commission  on Latino Affairs under Iowa Code.  

http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_vps=1$xhitlist_mh=1$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$xhitlist_s=$xhitlist_d=%7b2010acts%7d$xhitl
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_vps=1$xhitlist_mh=1$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$xhitlist_s=$xhitlist_d=%7b2010acts%7d$xhitl
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_vps=1$xhitlist_mh=1$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$xhitlist_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$xhitlist_q=%5bfie
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_vps=1$xhitlist_mh=1$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$xhitlist_s=$xhitlist_d=%7b2010acts%7d$xhitl
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_vps=1$xhitlist_mh=1$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$xhitlist_s=$xhitlist_d=%7b2010acts%7d$xhitl
http://search.legis.state.ia.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_vps=1$xhitlist_mh=1$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$xhitlist_s=$xhitlist_d=%7bIowaCode%7d$xhitl


Source:  Iowa Data Center, Latino data. 

LATINOS IN IOWA 

http://www.iowadatacenter.org/Publications/Profiles/iowa/data/DHRUsers/Aperez/My%20Documents/My%20Data%20Sources
http://www.iowadatacenter.org/Publications/latinos2013.pdf/iowa/data/DHRUsers/Aperez/My%20Documents/My%20Data%20Sources


2012 Latino Heritage Festival 
The Office and Commission on Latino Affairs   

were present at the annual event.  Commissioners volunteered at the  
Latino Affairs booth.  September 2012 

Commission Chair, Sal Alaniz volunteering at the Latino 
 Affairs booth. 

Aztec drummer at the 2012 Latino  
Heritage Festival. 

The Jackson and Johnson babies at 
the Office on Latino Affairs booth. 

← Iowa Department of Administrative 
Services (DAS) at the Latino Heritage 
Festival. 



2012 December 12 
 

The Office on Latino affairs  and the Commission on Latino Affairs held a strategic session that 
set the course and focus of the group.   

Commission on Latino affairs 
PRIORITIES 

Communications 

Public Safety & Corrections – Disproportionate Con-
finement 

Education 

Health 

Immigration 

Workforce and Economic Development 

Leadership Development and Civic Engagement 

Legislation 

 

To read meeting minutes of the Commission on Latino Affairs and to find  
agendas/notifications and other relevant documents please click here.   

 

http://www.latinoaffairs.iowa.gov/commissioners.html/iowa/data/DHRUsers/Aperez/My%20Documents/LLI


2012-2014 
 
The Latina Leadership Initiative of  
Greater Des Moines— LLI 
 
The Executive Office of the Office on Latino Affairs,  Alba Perez, joins 
a local effort on leadership development for Latinas.  The works aligns 
with the priorities set by the commission on 12/12/2012.  The effort 
becomes what is now known as the Latina Leadership Initiative of 
Greater Des Moines.  In mid 2012 Perez becomes the Curriculum 
Chair for the committee and works with a group of Latina Leaders to 
develop a unique curriculum for a first of its kind leadership develop-
ment program. The first cohort started September of 2013 with 
twelve participants.  
Eleven participants will graduate on May 3, 2014. 

2013 Opening Reception with  participants, mentors and supporters. 



“I love that we are all Latinas who come from different backgrounds 
and we learn from each other because of that. In the next five years I 
hope to see myself working in my field but in a work environment 
where I’m also helping many or at least contributing to communities. I 
also aspire to help continue the growth of LLI for all future Latina Lead-
ers out there”.  Eva Sandoval 

This curriculum incorporates the skills and talents that 
are already part of the Latino culture and links them 
to traditional American leadership models. It takes 
into account how migration and immigration have 
shaped those talents and the experiences that history 
has engrained in Latinas, making them one of the fast-
est growing segments of business owners and com-
munity influencers. LLI’s website 

http://www.latinaleadershipinitiative.org/


2013 Latino Heritage Festival 
The Office on Latino Affairs and the Commission on Latino Affairs  were 

present at the annual event.  Commissioners and their families  
volunteered once again at the Latino Affairs both.  

Commissioner Alejandro Pino and his beautiful family volunteering at the 
Latino Affairs booth. Thank YOU and Gracias! 



“I have the longest time of service with the 
commission and different administrators 
and different CAS administrators or  
executive officers and this has been the 
period of the most activity…”  

Chair of the  

Commission comments during the 2/18/2014 commis-

sion meeting.  Chair Alaniz has served in the commis-

sion since August of 2006. 

Iowa Code 216A.13   
4.  Recommend legislative and executive   
     action to the governor and general a 
     assembly. 





2013 
First Latin American Consular Meeting in Iowa 

Iowa Distinguished Guests 
 
Argentinean Consulate General 
The Honorable Marcelo Suarez Salvia 
 
Colombian Consulate General 
The Honorable  
Joseé Fernando Gómez Mora 
 
Dominican Republic Consulate General 
The Honorable Gisselle Castillo-Veremis 
 
Ecuadorian Consulate General 
The Honorable Silvia Ontaneda 
 
Salvadorian Consulate General 
The Honorable Patricia Maza-Pittsford 
 
Mexican Consulate General 
The Honorable Jorge Espejel 
 
Peruvian Consulate General 
The Honorable Agustín De Madalengoitia 
 
Venezuelan Consulate General 
The Honorable Jesus Rodriguez Espinoza 



Photos of several meetings held by the Consulate Generals from Latin America in 2013.  
The distinguished guests visited with Governor Branstad, Iowa Department of Human Rights  

Director San Wong, constituents, Latino Media and Iowa Businesses.  



Office on Latino Affairs collaborates with state  agencies and non profit organizations to foster and 
strengthen local and international relationships. 



2013 
“This event is a direct result of our partner-
ship (with the Office of Latino Affairs) as I met 
Cristobal Lohr from the Consulate office in 
Omaha and asked him to reach out to me if 
they ever wanted to hold an event about do-
ing business in Mexico here in Des Moines. “ 

Ryan Carroll 
International Trade Manager 

The Greater Des Moines  
Partnership 

2014 

“Last summer, I had the opportunity 
to partner with Alba Perez on an 
event in which we hosted the Consul 
Generals from eight Latin American 
countries.   
Due to the success of this event, we 
have strengthened our relationship 
with Latin America which has lead to 
further interaction with this region of 
the world and the potential for busi-
ness opportunities with Central 
Iowa.” 

Ryan Carroll 
International Trade Manager 

The Greater Des Moines Partnership 



2014 Peruvian Ambassador to the United States,  
The Honorable Harold Forsyth visits Des Moines Iowa.  

      ↑   Jay Byers, CEO of the Greater Des Moines Partnership. 

Ryan Carroll 
International Trade Manager 
The Greater Des Moines  
Partnership. 
← 

Jay Byers, CEO of the Greater Des Moines Partner-
ship, Ambassador of Peru to the United States The 
Honorable Harold Forsyth, Executive Officer on La-
tino Affairs, Alba Perez and President and CEO of 
EFCO Forms, Mr. Jennings.  
 
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed on the  
same day between  Iowa and Peru by  
Governor Branstad and the   
Honorable  Harold Forsyth.  



2014 Commission on Latino Affairs meeting 

April 10, 2014 

Director Wong presenting a Certificate of Recognition to Commissioner Joan Jaimes and Rebecca 
Jackson.  Thank you so much for your service.  

President of LULAC Iowa, Joe Henry presenting a Certificate to Joan  
Jaimes for her leadership in presenting three initiatives voted by the 
commission to advocate for Latinos in Iowa.   

 ↑  Mr. Lara and Commissioner Alejan-
dro Pino  discussing Latino issues as 
they consult the Iowa map.   

←  Public present: 
Mr. Lara and  
Mr. Joe Henry 



First Name Last Name City County Term Ends 

Sal  Alaniz Mt. Pleasant Henry April 30, 2016 

Rebecca Jackson Denison Crawford April 30, 2014 

Joan  Jaimes Marshalltown Marshall April 30, 2012 

Maria  Lara Carlisle Warren April 30, 2016 

Alejandro Pino Cedar Rapids Linn April 30,2014 

Juan  Rodriguez Des Moines Polk April 30, 2016 

Ramon  Rodriguez Pleasant Hill Polk April 30, 2014 

“Thank you to the Commissioners on Latino Affairs who led and supported the work 
completed in the last two years”.   Alba Perez– Executive Officer 

April 2014 

Commission on Latino Affairs 2012-2014 

“Once social change begins, it cannot be reversed. You cannot un-educate 
the person who has learned to read. You cannot humiliate the person 
who feels pride.  You cannot oppress the people who are not afraid  
anymore.” 

César Chávez  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15jdTQIr7j4  - Latino Culture  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwdxbk-4Sj8 – Habla Texas Carmen  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEHP_ATxktY  - La Bruja  

 

Fun and educational links to videos on Latin America, Latinos, and 
Latin Culture.   

 
Enjoy! 

Alba Pérez 
Executive Officer on Latino Affairs and 

Status of African Americans 
Iowa Department of Human Rights 

Phone: 515.281.4080 
E-mail: alba.perez@iowa.gov 

http://www.humanrights.iowa.gov/ 
http://www.latinoaffairs.iowa.gov/ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15jdTQIr7j4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwdxbk-4Sj8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEHP_ATxktY
alba.perez@iowa.gov
http://www.humanrights.iowa.gov/
http://www.latinoaffairs.iowa.gov/

